NEW YORK SIGHTS – 2018
1.  Museum of the City of New York – 1220 Fifth Avenue at 103rd Street.  Founded by Henry Collins Brown (1862-1961) in 1923 to preserve and present the history of New York city & and its people. More than 1.5 million paintings, prints, photos, costumes, toys, rare books, manuscripts, sculptures, decorative art objects & other artifacts like silver and furniture. Admission: $18.00 adults, $12.00 seniors-65+ & students, ages 19 & under free.  Open 7 Days: 10-6.  Small scale museum easy to tour.

2.  Tree Lights on Park Avenue – Between 97th Street and 54th Street. Perhaps the most beautiful lights are strung on 104 fir trees on Park Ave.  Trees were first lighted on Dec. 17, 1945, & dedicated in memory of those who had died in all of our country’s wars.  They became known as the Park Avenue Memorial Trees.  On the first Sunday in Dec. there are performances by the Children’s Choir of the Brick Presbyterian Church and the US Army Band.  Music program ends with “Taps” played by a single trumpet before the lighting of two & a half miles of Memorial Trees.

3.  Metropolitan Museum of Art - At 82nd Street and 1000 Fifth Avenue. Founded in 1870, the central façade of the museum was designed by Richard Morris Hunt (1827-1895). Collection include more than two million works of art spanning five thousand years of world culture. On view inside the first floor Medieval Sculpture Hall, is a majestic 20 foot candlelit blue spruce adorned with more than 200 18th century Neapolitan cherubs and 50 angels.  Set in front of the 18th century Spanish choir screen from the Cathedral of Valladolid with recorded Christmas music in the background. – Nov. 20 Jan. 6, 2019.  Suggested Adm.: Adults-$25, Seniors-$17, Students-$12, Under 12–Free. Sun.-Thur.: 10-5:30 – Fri.-Sat: 10:9.
4.  Rhinelander Mansion/Ralph Lauren Store – 867 Madison Avenue at 72nd Street.  Ralph Lauren’s flagship store is in one of the few remaining turn-of-the-century great homes, the Gertrude Rhinelander Waldo (1837-1914) Mansion.  Built in the French Renaissance Revival style by Kimball & Thompson in the 1890’s, the house fell into disrepair after the owners never moved in.  Beautiful carved staircase, antique furniture and chandeliers.

5.  The Frick Collection – 1 East 70th Street and Fifth Avenue. The magnificent buff limestone mansion housing the Frick Collection was built in 1913-1914 at a cost of $5 million dollars for steel and coke industrialist Henry Clay Frick (1849-1919).  Audio tour included in admission covers paintings, sculpture, furniture and mansion itself. Tue.-Sat., 10 to 6, Sun. 11 to 5. Adults - $22, Seniors - $17, Students $12.  The Frick Collection offers pay-what-you-wish admission every Wednesday, from 2-6 p.m.
6.  The Crystal District – “Oohs and Aahs for Free” A stretch of Madison Avenue forms the richest concentration of crystal decorative objects and jewelry in the world..  Baccarat, 635 Madison at 60th Street, Swarovski, 625 Madison between 59th &  58th Streets, and Lalique, 609 Madison at 59th Street. All three stores have exquisite Crystal products and some of the works of art are absolutely magnificent.
7.  Barney’s Department Store  Barney’s Department Store – 660 Madison Avenue at 61st Street.  Barneys partnered with the global humanitarian organization Save the Children on its window displays and 2018 holiday campaign "Make Change." The campaign is driven by the message that even small change can have a big impact — all starting with a coin. Therefore, the window displays feature the messages "Make Change" and "Change Matters" set against a wall of pennies, which will eventually be donated.  Inside, guests can go into a mirrored infinity room that looks like the bottom of a wishing well, take a selfie in an immersive lounge area with the Self Portrait Project.
8.  Bloomingdale’s – 1000 Third Avenue at 59th Street & Lexington Ave. Bloomingdale’s started in 1861 when Brothers Joseph Bernard Bloomingdale (1842-1904) & Lyman Gustave Bloomingdale (1841-1905) started selling hoop-skirts in their Ladies Notions Shop on Manhattan’s Lower East Side. In 1872, the brothers opened their first store at 938 Third Avenue. In 1886 the store moved to its current location, a beautiful art-deco landmark building. This year Bloomingdale’s holiday windows, which feature bedazzled mannequins, Seuss-esque props & colorful lighting,  celebrate the new film D. Seuss’s The Grinch, based on the beloved children’s book How the Grinch Stole Christmas. Windows tell the story of how the green sourpuss stole Christmas, only to have his heart changed by a young girl’s generous holiday spirit.  The windows start by setting the scene of the grinch’s solitary life inside a cave rigged with his inventions.  As the story unfolds onlookers are transported to the cheerful town of Whoville where interactive elements & visually stunning displays immerse them in the spirit of the holidays & the redemptive power of kindness.
9. Plaza Hotel - 768 Fifth Avenue at Central Park S. and 59th Street.  (1847-1918) in French Renaissance Chateau-style. Hotel now has 282 hotel rooms and 152 condo units.  Take a peek at Hotel which opened Oct. 1, 1907, was designed by Henry Janeway Hardenbergh (1847-1918) the lobby glittering with twinkling lights and Christmas decorations.  Across from the Plaza is the famed Pulitzer Fountain by sculptor Karl Bitter (1867-1915) built 1914-1916. Figure on top is Pomona, Goddess of Abundance.  Usually decorated with 100 Christmas trees and flags of all 50 states around the base of the fountain.
10. World’s Largest Menorah – Fifth Avenue at 59th Street. Candle will be lit Dec. 2-9, 2018. The 32 foot high golden menorah, weighing 4,000 pounds, was designed by artist Yaacov Agam who drew inspiration from a hand drawing by Maimonides (1135-1204), medieval Jewish philosopher, of the original menorah in the Holy Temple of Jerusalem.  This massive menorah requires a crane to light its eight oil lamps, which makes for a monumental Hanukkah spectacle. Throughout the holiday, catch a nightly menorah lightings, starting with a kickoff concert on Sunday December 2 at 4:30pm. You're guaranteed live music, hot latkes and suvganiot and plenty of winter revelry every night. 

11. Time-Warner Center – Columbus Circle (between 59th and 58th Streets off of Eight Avenue).  Complex of shops, restaurants, hotel and apartments. Contains Whole Foods, largest supermarket in Manhattan. A wonderful addition to “must see” New York buildings. The 150 foot tower on the prow of the building is lit    each evening from 4 to 11 p.m. Its 36 panels in 12 groups of changing colors change colors every 3 minutes.  Best seen from 8th Avenue. 
Inside, the “Holiday Under the Stars”, a visual-sound show features dynamic displays of light & color set to holiday music where twelve 14-ft stars weighing nearly 1,000 pounds each dazzle from the soaring ceilings lighting up all of Columbus Circle. The light show with the LED stars of aluminum & Plexiglas, with 156 strobe lights and 11,000 fiber optic points   runs every half hour from 5 PM to midnight now to early January 2019.
12. Van Cleef and Arpels - 745 Fifth Avenue between 59th & 58th Streets.  Famous French luxury Jewelry House; founded in Paris in 1896, its origins lay in the hands of Alfred Van Cleef (1873-1938) & his father-in-law, Lion Salomon Arpels (?-1903).  In 1906, Alfred Van Cleef joined with his brothers-in-law Charles Arpels (1880-1951) and Julien Arpels (1884-1964) to establish Van Cleef & Arpels. In 1942, they opened their store in New York City. 
13. Bergdorf Goodman Department Store – 754 Fifth Avenue between 58th and 57th streets. Company was founded in 1899 by Herman Bergdorf & was later owned and managed by Edwin Goodman and later his son Andrew Goodman.  Store is located in two architecturally.significant mansard-style buildings built in the 1920’s on the site of the former Cornelius Vanderbilt mansion.  A BG Restaurant and Goodman’s Café are both located on the 7th Floor.  The windows continue their tradition of fantastical story telling with a celebration of all things sweet. Windows entitled “Bergdorf Goodies” captures an array of holiday treats from Peppermint Pandemonium, Cotton Candy Dream, Gumball Swag and Chocolate Paradise.  Windows at the Bergdorf Goodman Men’s store across the street at 745 Fifth Avenue show mannequins with candy heads and vivid colored sweet treats that are surrounded by rainbow tinsel and snow.
14.  UNICEF Snowflake – This year marks the 34th. anniversary of the Snowflake. A 23 foot wide by 28 foot tall illuminated snowflake hangs over Fifth Avenue 23 foot at 57th Street every year. The snowflake is made of 16,000 Baccarat crystal prisms and was handcrafted by German lighting designer Ingo Maurer.  It will be illuminated throughout the holiday season.
15.  Bulgari  - 730 Fifth Avenue at 57th Street. Italian Jewelry and luxury brand store founded by Sotirio Bulgari (1857-1932) in 1884.  Holiday windows will be filled with jewels from Bulgari’s most iconic collections as well as handmade ceramic charms in the shape of cards, dice, sweets and candies. The building is usually decked out in glittering jewels.  Reopened last year after an 18 month renovation. Store is decked out in a new architectural design featuring gold and marble everything – it’s another New York City  must see building.
16.  Tiffany & Co.  -  727 Fifth Avenue at 57th Street.  Famous jewelry store founded in 1837.  A distinctive shade of blue on their bags & packages is universally recognized as their trademark.
Windows are a series of playful scenarios that pay homage to legendary Gene Moore the company’s former Artistic Director’s imaginative displays from the 1960’s. At the heart of the theme is the store’s “Holiday Hero,” reimagined in whimsical holiday construction scenes that illustrate a holiday spirit where charming & surprising moments unfold.  In one scene, a Tiffany Blue stereo player fills the space and a white porcelain mouse appears to be Director Gene Moore who spent more than half a century turning the store’s displays into head-turning attractions. The Holiday Hero puts the finishing touches on a robot made of Tiffany Blue Boxes.
On display on the main floor is the Tiffany Diamond, one of the largest yellow diamonds in the world.  Discovered in 1877 in the Kimberly Diamond mines in South Africa, it was bought by Charles Lewis Tiffany (1812-1902) in 1878. The stone is 128.54 carats and has 90 facets, 32 more than the traditional brilliant cut.  (Note: The diamond at times may be away on a tour.)  
17.  Trump Tower – 725 Fifth Avenue between 57th & 56th Streets. This 58 story skyscraper is a “must see” building.  The beautiful lobby with its five level atrium features a cascading waterfall. Public spaces decorated in Breccia Pernice, a pink white-veined marble and lots of brass and mirrors.  May be difficult to visit this year. 
 18.  Henri Bendel - 712 Fifth Avenue at 56th Street.  Most exclusive of New York’s department stores established  in 1896.  Set in a graceful building with windows designed by Rene Lalique (1860-1945), famous designer of jewelry and glass.  The store's longtime fashion illustrator Izak Zenou created a Bendel-scape: a multidimensional, brown-and-white New York skyline, paying tribute to the city where it all began. Inside, guests will find a 20-foot tree surrounded by over 400 brown and white gift boxes and topped with a red neon heart.  Visit the sumptuous tearoom on the second floor.  After 123 years in business, Henri Bendel is closing in January 2019.
19.  The House of Harry Winston – 701 Fifth Avenue between 56th & 55th Street. The House of Harry Winston is the embodiment of three generations of Winston jewelers dating more than one hundred years back. The company which bears his name today was established in 1932 by Harry Winston (1896-1978), the son of a New York jeweler.  The specialized operation of cutting rough diamonds, polishing, designing & creating the finished jewel, is conducted in Winston's building on Fifth Avenue.  Entire building is usually covered in white lights and garland.  Windows on top four floors are festooned with huge “diamonds”, lights and garland.
20. Tommy Hilfiger – 681 Fifth Avenue between 54th and 53rd Streets. The  new Tommy Hilfiger flagship store showcases an eclectic blend of upper crust society chic and retro rustic.  Five floors of shopping is broken up by a grand spiral staircase, illuminated by a chandelier & decorated with boyhood relics displayed on the walls, from Star Wars masks to vintage typewriters.  The entire first level of the exterior façade has been covered with silver & 
gold holiday ornaments.  Five shiny metallic wreaths top the festive display.
21. The House of Cartier - 653 Fifth Avenue at 52nd Street. Founded in 1847 by Louis-Francois Cartier (1819-1904), master jeweler to Europe’s crowned heads.  Store is housed in the former Neo-Renaissance mansion built in 1905 for Morton Freeman Plant (1852-1918), son of railroad tycoon Henry B. Plant. Cartier SA acquired the mansion from Plant in 1917, in exchange for $100 in cash and a Cartier double-stranded necklace of 128 flawlessly matched natural pearls valued at the time at $1 million  Soon after, Kokichi Mikimoto’s cultured pearls came on the market, and the Cartier necklace of pearls fetched just $150,000 after Mrs. Plant  died.
Going beyond just decorating the windows, the entire building of Cartier’s Fifth Avenue store is wrapped in a giant bow in the company’s signature red. The shining red ribbon stretches across the entire 52nd street and Fifth Avenue facades while festive garlands outline all of the ground floor windows.  
22. Ellen’s Stardust Diner – 1650 Broadway at 51st Street. Multi-level Retro 1950s themed diner filled with nostalgic memorabilia.  The singing servers & an extensive menu of American classics  make this a fun place to have lunch.
23. New York Palace Hotel – Madison Avenue between 51st & 50th Streets-almost directly behind St. Patrick’s.  Front of hotel is the historic landmark the Villard Houses built in 1882 by Stanford White (1853-1906). Marble fireplace at head of stairs is by Augustus St.Gaudens (1848-1907).  The houses were commissioned by Henry Villard (1835-1900), president of the Northern Pacific Railway shortly before his railroad empire began to crumble. Ownership of the building changed through many hands throughout the century. The houses themselves are now owned by the Sultan of Brunei,  while the land remains the property of the Archdiocese of New York under a 99-year lease
Beautiful decorated Christmas tree in the lobby & sometimes the courtyard is also decorated.  If you need a restroom this is the place-2nd floor.  Recently renovated lobby.
24. FAO Schwarz – 30 Rockefeller Place at Fifth Avenue between50th  & 49th Streets.   Reopening in New York three years after it shut its flagship NYC store.  Company was founded in 1862 by Frederick August Otto Schwarz (1836-1911) and his 3 brothers from Westphalia, Germany. The store will be a combination of the old and the new, bringing back FAO's giant clock tower – whose face will welcome shoppers with a wink – as well as its giant dance on piano which had a starring role in the 1988 Tom Hanks movie classic "Big.''  But there will also be a 27-foot tall rocket ship steered by teddy-bear astronauts, an adoption center where pint-sized shoppers answer questions ("Will you take good care of your doll?'' ) before getting an adoption "certificate'' and taking their new doll home. And at the FAO Raceway, employees dressed as mechanics will put together RC cars designed by young customers. 
25. Rockefeller Center – Fifth Avenue between 50th and 49th from Streets.  The Christmas tree tradition began in 1933.  This year the Norway spruce, 72 foot tall, 50 feet in diameter and weighing 12 tons, is from Wallkill, NY, and it is decorated with 50,000 LED lights and five miles of wire. Tree lighting ceremony is Nov. 28 and tree will be lit until Jan. 7, 2019.  The Swarovski designed star which tops the tree has 25,000 crystals, with 1 million facets and has a diameter of 9 ½ feet & weighs 550 pounds.  The plaza heading towards the tree is occupied by the traditional horn-blowing angels. See New York’s skyline from Rockefeller Centers newest attraction, Top of the Rock, observatory deck on the 70th Floor of 30 Rockefeller Plaza.  Tickets, Adults (13-61) - $36.00, Seniors 62+ - $34.00, Children 6-12 - $30.00.
26. St. Patrick’s Cathedral – Fifth Avenue and 50th Street.  The largest decorated gothic-style Catholic Cathedral in the U.S. Construction began in 1858 and it opened in May 1879.  Look high above the main altar to see the fragmentary remains of the Cardinal’s hats that were hung there upon the death of a Cardinal. Church has just finished a $175 million restoration.
27. Radio City Music Hall – Avenue of the Americas between 50th & 51st Streets.  Radio City is the largest indoor theatre in the world & was recently restored to its original splendor. Lobby is breathtaking with magnificent crystal chandeliers. Site of the annual Christmas Spectacular Show with the Rockettes.
28. American Girl Place –75 Rockefeller Plaza at 50th Street. Dolls, books and toys as well as a Café serving brunch, lunch and tea.  The new American Girl Place New York store offers a experience unlike any other where girls are central & creativity, purpose and play come together to make every day a celebration.
29. Saks Fifth Avenue – 611 Fifth Avenue between 50th & 49th Streets. Founded by Andrew Saks (1847-1912) in 1867.  The 2018 windows will feature, storytelling animation incorporated into the traditional product filled vignettes. The story will follow a shopper’s visit to the theater where she dreams of a shopping trip at Saks. Each window will present a different scene made up of real-life props and digital screens that place the shopper at Saks’ famous shoe floor,  beauty floor, and other dreamy departments.

And if the store’s outdoor décor wasn't enough to entice shoppers, the store's interior, which now looks like an enchanting winter wonderland, will surely draw the masses. 
 Festive LED light projections on stores ten-story facade makes this department store a can’t-miss stop on your Christmas sights tour. The usually two-minute show repeats every seven to eight minutes and ties in with the holiday display in the store's 12 windows.
30. Louis Vuitton – 611 Fifth Avenue between 50th & 49th Streets. 

Louis Vuitton Malletier, commonly referred to as Louis Vuitton, or shortened to LV, is a French fashion house & luxury retail company founded in Paris in 1854 by Louis Vuitton (1821-1892).

Windows showcase Trees Around the World inspired by the tradition of the Christmas Tree. Each window showcases an emblematic tree from around the world, a Joshua Tree, Bonsai, Cacti and Palm Tree, all decorated with dazzling ornaments.  The decorations playfully portray holiday season celebrations from around the world & also feature references to the Louis Vuitton Universe in the form of ornaments shaped like signature shoes, handbags and LV logos.
31. The Waldorf=Astoria Hotel – 301 Park Avenue between 50th and 49th Streets.  When you walk into the Park Avenue Lobby you may be overcome by the grandeur of this Art Deco masterpiece.  During recent $200 million dollar renovation many original Art Deco treasures were rediscovered and unveiled, wonderful Christmas decorations.
32. Diamond and Jewelry District – 47th Street.  The US is world’s largest consumer of diamonds & 90% move through the diamond district.  Over 2,600 independent businesses are on this street. Notice street lights shaped like faceted diamonds.
33. Tkts Booth – Times Square ad 47th Street and Broadway – Now “under  the red steps” in Father Duffy Square.  Get up to 50% off tickets (cash, travelers checks OR credit cards) for Broadway shows. Opens Wed., Thu. & Sat. 10 to 2 for MATINEE tickets;  Mon., Wed.to Sat. 3 to 8 & Tue. 2 to 8 for EVENING shows; Sun 11 to 3 for MATINEE and 3 to 7 for EVENING shows. If seeing a play OTHER than a musical, go directly to Play Only Window don’t wait in line.  
34.  Joe Allen Restaurant – 326 W. 46th Street.  Phone 212 581-6464. A friendly spot for a bite before the theatre or a mid-day respite from the chaos of Times Square.    The food is a standard mix of reliable tavern fare interspersed with more unexpected choices. The mashed potatoes are a sure fire winner. Frequented by celebrities. Henry Winkler was present on our visit & waiter said “Rosie” likes the desserts here. 
35.  The World of Disney Store – Times Square 1540 Broadway between 46th and 45th streets. Three floors and 24,000 square feet of space showcasing Disney gifts with a New York twist as well as your favorite Disney characters. 

36.  Fred F. French Building – 551 Fifth Avenue at 45th Street. Another “must see” building for architecture buffs.  Built by real estate developer Frederick Fillmore French (1883-1936).   Impressive 38 story Art Deco building, built in 1927, rises from a three-story limestone base and gleaming gold decorated bronze panels. You have to stop and admire the bronze work. Colorful mosaic of winged griffins on the top of the building. Beautiful lobby features Roman travertine floors, St. Genevieve marble walls, cast bronze elevator doors and patterned glass chandeliers.

37. New York Yacht Club – 37 West 44th Street. Beautiful 112 year old building whose design is inspired by Dutch sailing ships. Founded by J. P. Morgan (1837-1913) and friends, the building is awash in limestone anchors and carved wooden seaweed. If you are an architecture buff you want to see this building.

38.  The Westin New York At Times Square – 270 West 43rd Street. The largest new hotel built in New York City.  The hotels facade uses more than 1,000 permutations of curtain wall panels and intricate patterns of colored glass inspired by earth and sky tones.  The architectural signature of the hotel is a brilliant beam of light that runs up the entire 42nd Street face of the 45 story tower and is launched beyond the physical structure with pulsing lights that pierces the nighttime sky.  A nice little bar on the second floor lobby for a quiet drink.

39.  Chrysler Building. 405 Lexington Avenue at 42nd Street. Completed in 1930, building is Art Deco masterpiece. Lobby is full of inlaid wood, stainless steel, African marble, Italian marble, blue marble and amber onyx.  Each elevator is inlaid with a different wood. Lobby ceiling has world’s largest canvas mural.
40. New York Public Library – Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street. Stone lions in front were dedicated May 23, 1911 Sculpted by Edwin Clarke Potter (1857-1923) from pink Tennessee marble.  Lions named by New York Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia (1882-1947) during the depression to symbolize spirit of New Yorkers.  South lion is Patience – North Lion is Fortitude.
41. Grand Central Terminal – Park Avenue and 42nd Street.
The current building was constructed between 1903 and 1913 in the Beaux-Arts style by the firms of Reed and Stem and Warren and Wetmore. The main information booth in the center of the 

concourse is perhaps the most recognized symbol of Grand 

Central.  Each of the four clock faces is made from opal and have an estimated value of between $10 million and $20 million dollars. See the new matching marble staircase constructed in the latest renovations. Lower level has numerous food establishments with plenty of tables and chairs.  Have a drink at the Campbell Bar which is a testament to the grandeur of another era. Check out the landmark Oyster Bar (90 different seafood items, dozen kinds of oysters & of course clam chowder) in the lower level near the “Whispering Gallery” – notice the vaulted ceiling of Gustavino tiles.

Outside the station, the 48 foot high clock on the front of the facade facing 42nd street contains the largest example of Tiffany glass and is surrounded by sculptures carved by the John Donnelly Co. designed by French sculptor Jules-Felix Coutan (1848-1939).  Sculpture depicts Mercury (speed) flanked by Hercules (strength) and Minerva (wisdom). Look for the following other attractions at Grand Central:

Grand Central Terminal Holiday Fair - Nov. 12, 2018 - Dec. 24, 2018 – Vanderbilt Hall -  The Grand Central Terminal Holiday Fair is one of the finest, longest-running indoor holiday fairs in New York City. For a magical, one-stop holiday-shopping experience, nothing compares to the Holiday Fair at Grand Central. The experience itself is a holiday gift. Explore one of the most beautiful architectural settings in the world featuring 40 talented artisans.
Grand Central Market – Located between the Graybar Bldg. & the 4/5/6 subway lines. New York’s most exciting European-style Food Hall, featuring fresh foods – 160 types of seafood, 400 types of cheese and meats and various breads baked on the premises. You will not believe the display of fish and seafood from all over the world. 

Holiday Train Show – Nov. 15, 2018-Feb. 24, 2019.  The New York Transit Museum will celebrate the beloved tradition with its 17th Annual Holiday Train Show at the Museum’s Grand Central Gallery Annex & Store.  Dazzling both children and adults alike, the Transit Museum’s display will feature Lionel trains traveling along a 34’ long, two-level, “O” gauge model train layout. Departing from a miniature replica of Grand Central Terminal on their way to the North Pole, the model trains featured in this year’s festive exhibit will be set against a backdrop designed by artist Ebony Bolt.
42. The Holiday Shops at Winter Village at Bryant Park –          Between 42nd and 40th Streets and Fifth and Sixth Avenues. Oct. 27, 2018 – Jan. 2, 2019. Offers gift worthy items in an old-fashioned outdoor market styled in the European Holiday tradition. Located behind the New York Public Library – Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street.  Features over 125 artisans, boutiques, cultural institutions, designers, food merchants, and gift shops from around the world.

43. Bank of America Skating Rink at Bryant Park – Between 42nd and 40th Streets and Fifth and Sixth Avenues.  The Pond is a 170 X 100 foot free ice skating rink and is the centerpiece of Bryant Parks winter season.  From Oct. 27, 2018 to Mar. 3, 2019 - 8 AM to 10 PM.  Imposing at night with all the skaters and the 50 foot Norway Spruce Christmas tree, lit up with thousands of lights and 3,000 ornaments. 

An annual New York City Christmas tradition, Tree Lighting Skate-tacular, Dec. 4, 2018, is led by a celebrity narrator who reads an original Christmas tale. As the story unfolds, the characters are brought to life by world-class skaters performing on the ice, under the stars in the Midtown cityscape. Excitement builds until the finale: the Tree is lit, surrounded by fireworks.

Very clean rest rooms available at the park on the 42nd Street side. Visit “Overlook” the observation deck on 2nd floor of the skating pavilion to warm up and watch the skaters.  Enjoy a selection of games, chess and art supplies all for free.  No purchase is necessary to enter Overlook.
44. Restaurants At Bryant Park – Winter Village’s new rink side bar and food hall, The Lodge,  by Urbanspace, is a cozy winter destination with a dozen new and classic NYC restaurants. The Lodge features a festive cocktail bar surrounded by a full range of eateries, including Mah-Ze-Dahr bakery, Pierogi Boys, Good Stock, Todaro Bros, Chimney Cakes by Stackery, a S’Mores Bar by Squish, an outdoor beer garden, and many other exciting dining options to fulfill the cravings of New Yorkers and visitors alike from morning until night.

Danny Meyer’s Public Fare at Bryant Park – Between 42nd and 40th Streets and Fifth and Sixth Avenues.  Two story restaurant open for lunch, dinner & drinks every day.  Spectacular view of the park, ice rink and Christmas tree.  Also has outside seating with heat lamps.  Bryant Park Grill – Located on the Upper Terrace along 40th Street, the Grill is a perfect location for a business lunch or a night on the town dinner. 
45. Kinokuniya Book Store at Bryant Park – 1073 Sixth Avenue between 41st and 40th Streets across from Bryant Park.  Three floors of books with a branch of Café Zaiya, a Japanese-style pastry and sandwich shop on the 2ndfloor.  Great place for a hot cup of tea while waiting for your tour bus to pick you up at Bryant Park.  Large windows give a great view of Bryant Park which will be ablaze in bright lights.

46. Lord & Taylor Department Store – Fifth Avenue at 39th Street.  Samuel Lord (1803-1889)& George Washington Taylor founded the company in 1826.  It was the first major store on Fifth Avenue and the first to present innovative Christmas windows filled with holiday displays rather than merchandise. Marking the end of an era, Lord & Taylor on Fifth Ave., is shutting its doors after the 2018 season ending a 104 year run.  There will be just two holiday-decorated window displays which “Will celebrate the Lord & Taylor brand and say “Thank You” to New York for the decades of loyal business.

47. Morgan Library and Museum – 225 Madison Avenue and 36th Street.    This complex of buildings covers half a city block.  It began as a palazzo-like structure designed by Charles Follen McKim (1847-1909) to serve as the private library of financier J. Pierpont Morgan (1837-1913).  Built between 1902 & 1906, it became known as “Mr. Morgan’s Library”. See famed reliquaries and altar vessels, medieval objects made with so much silver and gold that they seem to give off heat, medieval & Renaissance manuscripts, books, etc.  Adults-$20, Seniors-$13, Students-$13. Tue.-Thur.: 10:30-5, Fri.:10:30-9, Sat: 10-6, Sun.: 11-6. Admission free to the Morgan Shop, Dining Room and Café.

48. Macy’s Herald Square – Macy’s, founded in 1858 by Rowland Hussey Macy (1822-1877), is at Broadway between 35th and 34th streets.  Theme of this year’s windows is “Believe In The Wonder of Giving”.  As per tradition, the windows at Macy’s tell the classic story of Virginia and her letter to the NY Sun, but some windows also feature a new story and character, Sunny the Snowpal. Six of Macy’s windows will follow the adventures of the astronaut Sunny as she travels with her friends, through space, to save Christmas. Sunny’s adventure starts on Earth and then takes to the stars as she tries to catch up to Santa’s magic sleigh and helps him out get back to delivering presents when his sleigh hits a snag. The Believe in the Wonder of Giving display even features an interactive video game where spectators can steer Sunny through space. 
Store windows on the 34th street side will, as always, showcase four scenes from “The Miracle On 34th Street” The facade of the building is decorated with a tree of lights.  Visit Santa on the 8th floor where 13,000 square feet of space is bedecked in twinkling lights, sparkling stars, trains, dancing bears, snow globes and candy canes to create Santaland.

49.  Empire State Bldg. – 350 Fifth Avenue, between 34th and
33rd Streets. 102 story skyscraper, built 1930-1931, was world’s tallest building until World Trade Center was built in 1972.  Built of Indiana limestone and granite, trimmed with aluminum and 

Chrome-nickel steel from 6th floor to top.  Lobby is a five story Art Deco masterpiece with marble from France, Italy, Belgium and Germany. Visit the Observation Deck for an 80 mile view into NJ. Pa., Conn., and Mass.  Building will be lit in red and green for Christmas and blue and white for Chanukah.  Look for newly installed LED lighting system with fantastic colors.
Note:  Items 1 to 49 above are listed in descending order from 103rd Street to 33rd Street. 
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